
AP English Literature 2018-2019                                           

Summer Reading Assignment  

Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical High School  
 

  

Congratulations on choosing AP Literature. Mrs. Lopez and I are very excited to study great literature with you! 

Unfortunately, we are unable to let you have a completely quiet, lazy summer. With that in mind, we’ve put 

together a few things for you to do.   

  

You will need to procure copies of:    

  

• How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster (You must read this first!) 

• The Story of Edgar Sawtelle by David Wroblewski  
 

Your assignments are as follows:  

  

1. Read and annotate select chapters of How to Read Literature like a Professor. Annotate by writing in the 

margins, using post-its, keeping a running list of observations on the inside of the back flap, or any 

combination of the above. If you are using an e-reader, you should use the notes feature. The chapters that 

you are responsible for reading and annotating are:    

  
1, 2, 5, 6, 8, 9, 12, 19, 20, 21, and 27                                              (Due Aug. 30) 

  

Of course you can read the whole book if you would like to, but we will tackle some of it throughout the year 

in class.  

 
2. Read/annotate The Story of Edgar Sawtelle. (In case you’re curious, it’s about a mute boy, an idyllic farm, a 

family in crisis, and a pack of very special dogs bred for their superior intelligence and empathy for people. 

It is a hero story, a coming of age story, a tragedy, and a love story. It is also very loosely based on 

Shakespeare’s Hamlet.) Feel free to watch a production of Hamlet over the summer to give you a 

comparison for Sawtelle. Your annotations will be checked upon your return.                          (Due Aug. 30)   

 
3. As you read, look for connections between what you’ve learned from How to Read Literature like a Professor 

and The Story of Edgar Sawtelle. Create a dialectic journal where you examine at least 15 quotes that have 

thematic resonance, define character, allude to other literary works, or use exceptionally beautiful 

language.  Your responses to the quotes should be analytical in thinking and connect to Literature Like a 

Professor whenever possible.  Try your best to find the patterns that Foster mentions in his book.  This 

must be typed.            

          (Due Aug. 30) 

  

 
4. Read Chapter 27-“A Test Case” in How to Read Litearature Like a Professor, and then choose another 

chapter from what you’ve read in How to Read Lit. and apply it to an element in Edgar Sawtelle.  Write an 

essay analyzing the chapter element (i.e. weather, eating, etc..,) you chose as it applies to the novel.  Use 

the test case in chapter 27 as an example.  This must be typed.    

          (Due Aug. 30) 

  

  



Feel free to email us this summer with any questions or literary observations; we promise to answer you at some point. 

We would love to hear your thoughts as you read The Story of Edgar Sawtelle or any of the other works. 

 

Have a great summer and see you at the end of August,  

 

Marc Anderson Manderson@baypath.net 

 
Lee Lopez Elopez@baypath.net 
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