
AP English Literature 2019-2020                                           
Summer Reading Assignment  
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical High School  

 
Congratulations on choosing AP Literature. Mrs. Lopez and I are very excited to study great literature with you! 
Unfortunately, we are unable to let you have a completely quiet, lazy summer. With that in mind, we’ve put 
together a few things for you to do.   
  
You will need to procure copies of:    
  

• How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster (You must read this first!) 
 
• And then you need to choose either Cold Mountain by Charles Frazier or All the Pretty Horses by Cormac 

McCarthy.   
 

You must read How to Read Literature Like a Professor first since it will inform your reading of the second novel.  

Your assignments are as follows:  
  

1. Read and annotate select chapters of How to Read Literature like a Professor. Annotate by writing in the 
margins, using post-its, keeping a running list of observations on the inside of the back flap, or any 
combination of the above. If you are using an e-reader, you should use the notes feature. The chapters that 
you are responsible for reading and annotating are:    
  

1, 2, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 14, 19, 20, 21, 25 and 27                                             
 (Due Aug. 28) 

  
Of course you can read the whole book if you would like to, but we will tackle some of it throughout the year.  

 
Next, you must choose either Cold Mountain or All the Pretty Horses 
 
If you’ve chosen Cold Mountain:  
 

2a.   Read/annotate Cold Mountain. (In case you’re curious, it’s about a wounded soldier, the woman he loves, 
and a very long walk back to their farm.  Oh no…it’s not an easy walk and life on the farm ain’t always so great 
neither.)  Once you have read and completely annotated your novel, you must now take what you’ve learned 
in How to Read Literature like a Professor and apply that to the novel.  For Cold Mountain, it will be nine 
paragraphs.  Use the following chapters from How to Read Lit like a Professor as guides: 1, 2, 9, 11, 12, 14, 19, 
20, and 25.  Write a paragraph about each of these chapters applying them to Cold Mountain (i.e. Ch. 1--How 
was Inman’s journey a quest and what does it add to the work overall?).   

 
If you’ve chosen All the Pretty Horses:  
 

2b.    Read/annotate   All the Pretty Horses. (This one’s about a cowboy who wants to stay a cowboy so travels to 
Mexico to continue doing so.  Oops, he falls in love with the wrong girl.)  Once you have read and completely 
annotated your novel, you must now take what you’ve learned in How to Read Literature like a Professor and 
apply that to the novel.  For All the Pretty Horses, it will be nine paragraphs.  Use the following chapters from 
How to Read Lit like a Professor as guides: 1, 2, 9, 11, 12, 14, 19, 20, and 25.  Write a paragraph about each of 
these chapters applying them to All the Pretty Horses (i.e. Ch. 19--How does geography play an important part 
in John Grady Cole’s story and what does it mean to the work overall?).    

  



The following assignments are due August 28, the first day of school.  This is AP class.  We will not take them late! 
 

• Your How to Read Literature like a Professor book annotations as well as your novel annotations will be 
graded the first week of school.   

 
• Your paragraphs applying How to Read Lit to your novels are also due that first day of school.   

 
• You will also have a quiz as soon as you return in that first week of school to make sure you have read your 

novel completely.  
 

  We will be writing about your novels for practice during the second academic week.  
 
If for any reason, you do not understand this assignment, you must contact us early in the summer.  Again, this is AP 
English Lit. so late work is unacceptable and not counted.   
 
Please email us this summer with any questions or literary observations; we promise to answer you at some point. We 
would love to hear your thoughts as you read your novel or HTRLLAP. 
 

Have a great summer and see you at the end of August,  

 

Marc Anderson Manderson@baypath.net 

 
Lee Lopez Elopez@baypath.net 
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